Voice of a Nightingale

The story goes that the Caliph Abu Ja’far al-Mansoor (709-775c) had a memory so good he
was able to memorize any poem after hearing it just once. So he announced a competition
challenging all the poets in his empire to come up with a new poem which he never heard
before. A boy was placed behind a curtain in the Caliph’s court who was known for his ability
to memorize any poem he heard so long as it was recited twice to him. The Caliph also placed
behind the curtain a slave girl who was know for her remarkable ability to memorize any
poem she heard so long as it was recited three times. When the day of the competition arrived,
one by one poets from all around the empire flocked to the Caliph’s Court to try and claim the
prize (which was an amount of gold equivalant in weight to the piece of paper the poem was
written in) reserved for the one who could recite a poem the Caliph never heard before.

The first poet to enter the Caliph's court was absolutely sure he would win the prize money.
After all, he spent all night composing a new poem which of course he was sure no one has
ever heard before. So when it came time to recite the poem in front of the Caliph the poet
smiled to himself, thinking the prize would surely be his. The poet began to recite his new
poem. As he continued reciting his heart filled with glee just thinking of what he would do
with the prize . When the poet finished reciting, he stepped forward fully expecting to receive
the prize money from the Caliphate for accomplishing his task. To his shock the Caliphate
responded nonchalantly, “I’ve heard that poem before.” The Caliph began to recite the poem
line for line without making a single mistake. When he finished the poet was in an utter state
of shock. “How can this be? I spent all night composing a new poem and the Ameer al-
Mu'mineen claims he heard it before?” the poet asked. The Caliph responding to the poet’s
bewilderment said, “You look surprised. | assure you that | have heard this poem before. In
fact I know of others who have heard it as well. Bring the boy!” Upon hearing the Caliph's
command the royal guards brought the boy who was hiding behind the curtain. “Have you
heard this poem before?”” the Caliph asked the boy. “Yes” the boy responded. Then the boy
began to recite the poem and completed it without making a single mistake. Of course the
boy’s extraordinary talent of memorizing a poem after hearing it only twice (the first
recitation being the poet’s and the second being the Caliphate’s) was unknown to the poet.
Again the poet was beside himself in shock. Unable to comprehend how both the Caliph and
the boy claimed to have heard and memorized the poem he spent all night writing. Not
satisfied with poet’s current state of shock the Caliph said to the poet, “There are others who
have heard this poem as well. Bring out the slave girl!” Upon the Caliph’s command the royal
guard brought out the slave girl from behind the same curtain the boy was hiding behind. The
Caliph asked the slave girl, “Have you heard this poem before?” “Yes” replied the slave girl.
Then the slave girl began to recite the poem and completed it without making a single
mistake. Of course the slave girl’s extraordinary talent of memorizing a poem after hearing it
only three times (the first recitation being the poet’s, the second being the Caliph’s, and the
third being the boy’s) was unknown to the poet. Unable to bear the perplexities of the
situation the poet left the Caliph’s court without achieving his goal of claiming the prize.

The Caliphcontinued playing this trick on all the poets who came to his court. One by one

poets from all over the Caliphate entered the Caliph’s court hoping to receive the prize money
he was offering by reciting a new poem. Apparently so many poets came and failed that they
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started gathering outside of the Caliph’s court. Each of them was sure that the poems they
recited in the presence of the Caliph was new and there was no way possible that the Caliph,
the boy, and the slave girl all could have heard it before and have memorized it before.
Bewildered they sat amongst themselves discussing the situation.

Seeing the gathering of poets outside the Caliphate’s court Al-Asma'i, the famous poet,
stopped and inquired as to their situation. After hearing their story Al-Asma'i knew the trick
the Caliph was playing on the poets. Al-Asma'i entered upon the Caliph, and after taking
permission he began to recite his poem. (comes here later...)

The Caliph was in an utter state of shock. He had never heard a poem like that before. The
poem was filled with onomatopoeia & tongue twisters making it impossible to memorize. The
Caliph called for the boy and the slave girl, and asked them both, “Have you heard anything
like that poem before?” They replied, “No!” The Caliphate then ordered that al-Asma'i bring
his paper so that it can be weighed. Al-Asma'i said: "O Ameer al-Mu'mineenbut | haven't
written it on paper, | have written it on marble, which can only be carried by four of your
guards!" It was weighed and ended up weighing too much, al-Asma'i said that he would leave
the gold on one condition, that the Caliph should give gold everytime a poet comes with a
new poem, because they too have families & dependants and the Caliph had cut them off, and
obviously the Caliph agreed.

Hvener var kalifinn i sdgunni uppi / hvener 1ifdi hann?

Hvad var merkilegt vid minni hans?

Hverjir voru i felum a bak vid tjéldin?
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Hver voru verdlaunin fyrir ad flytja kveedi sem kalifinn hafdi ekki heyrt adur?

Skaldin t6ludu saman fyrir utan sal kalifans. Hver kom pa og taladi vid pau?

A hvad skrifadi Al-Asma‘i 1j6did sitt?

Hvad purfti marga menn til ad bera téfluna?

Hverju lofadi kalifinn?

Um Al-Asma‘i:
Al-Asma‘i feeddist arid 740 i Basrah i Irak og do par arid 828. Hann var fraegur
heimspekingur, nattarufraedingur, skald og malfreedingur sem hafdi einstaka pekkingu

a klassiskri arabisku.

HH_fraedslusvid Akureyrar_2019




Ljodid: Rodd neaeturgalans (craziest poem ever)!!!
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Ordalisti:
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