Sogueyjan 2 — the lland of the Sagas

Social studies in grade 7

Vocabulary list and extraction from kafli 5 / The community of farmers

islenska enska Native language
samfélag community
lifskjor Standard of living
fidlgun Increase (in number), growth
stodug continuous
audur wealth
vold power
hardeeri Hard times
hamfarir disasture
folksfaekkun Decrease of the population
farsott plague
grof grave
orveaenting Despaire, being desperate
lifsbaratta The struggle for life
byggilegt habitable
aflabrestur Decreased fishery
bufjardaudi Death of the farm’s animals
vandi problem
framtidarmoguleikar Future prospects
sjavarutvegur fishery
arstidabundid seasonal
kvikfjarraekt Sheep/cattle farms
medal average
HUo, skinn Skin
mysa Whey (the watery part of milk)

Sursa (so)

To pickle

burrka (so) adferdirvid | Todry ways to
Reykja (so) ad geyma To smoke store food.
Salta (so) mat. To salt

sjalfspurftarbuskapur

Farmers produced everything
they needed at home.

stéttaskipting

Class divition

landeigendur

Land-owners

leigulidar Renter, tenants Class distinction
vinnufolk laborers

Omagar og flakkarar wanderers

fateekur poor

hreppur Shire, certain district

vergangur begging

maoduhardindi

Hard times because of
eruptions and ash.

madda Blur, haze

stérabdla Life-threatening disease
Tyrkjaranid Robbery of the Turks
fangar prisoners

sjéraeningjar pirates
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1707-1709 1752-1759 1783-1785

The rubbery of Stérabdla. Bad weather and Hard times, due to eruptions
the Turks. A dangerous disease. hard times. and poisoned ash.

Kafli 5: Helstu aherslur:

Hvernig var islenskt samfélag ? A hverju lifi pjodin og hvernig voru
lifskjor folks? Hve margir bjuggu i landinu og hvers vegna var
félksfidlgun ekki stodug? | pessum kafla er sagt fra islenska
baendasamfélaginu, par sem folk lifdi einfoldu lifi, langt i burtu fra
6drum pjédum heims. islendingar voru vidkveemari fyrir vondu vedri
og natturuhamforum 4 fyrri ldum, en peir eru ndna. Husin voru léleg,
dimm og kold og hvert byli vard ad treysta 4 eigin framleidslu & kjoti og
ullarvérum.

Ef vedrid var vont var ekki haegt ad fara & sjo til ad veida fisk, kindur og kyr déu og pa var heetta 4 ad
folk geeti lika ddid ur hungri og sjukdéomum.

Adeins um 5% baenda attu sjalfir jérdina sina. Hin 95% leigdu jordina, annadhvort af kirkjunni, kdngi
eda 6drum rikari bénda. Stéttaskipting var mikil 4 18. og 19. 6ld. Efst satu landeigendur, sem oftast
voru rikir og af vel metnum aettum. Naest komu baendur, sem purftu ad leigja jardir sinar af 68rum og
bvi naest vinnufdlk. Leegst settir voru svo flakkarar sem gengu @ milli baja og dvdldu a hverjum bae
um lengri eda skemmri tima.

A hverjum sveitabae bjé venjulega ein fjdlskylda og vinnufélk. Stundum komu lika flakkarar sem féru &
milli baeja. Medalbdndi gat att tveer kyr, 50 — 80 kindur og kannski nokkra hesta. Saudfé (kindur) voru
mikilvaegustu dyrin & hverjum bae. A vorin var oft ekki til mikill matur og pa var naudsynlegt fyrir
baendur ad fara 4 sjo og veida fisk, til ad eiga eitthvad til ad borda og bjarga fjolskyldunni fra hungri.
A pessum tima var erfitt ad geyma mat i langan tima an pess ad hann skemmdist. Helstu leidir voru
ad reykja, salta, sursa og purrka kjot og fisk.

Zvi félks var mun styttri & fyrri 6ldum en hdn er ndna og ungbarnadaudi var mjog mikill. Margar
konur déu pegar paer attu born. Félk dé lika af ymsum sjukdémum og i upphafi 18. aldar er talid ad
um 33% (pridjungur) af pjédinni hafi daid i stérubdlu.

A drunum 1783-1785 var mikid eldgos nalaegt Vatnajokli og eitrud aska dreifdist um allt land. betta
timabil var kallad méduhardindin en bla méda lagdist yfir landid, svo sélin sast ekki. A pessum arum
er talid ad um 20% landsmanna hafi daid. Allar pessar hérmungar leiddu til pess ad landsménnum
faekkadi 4 sama tima og fjdlgun atti sér stad i Evrépu. [ upphafi 18. aldar voru islendingar um 50.000
en i lok hennar voru peir um 47.000.

Vegna pess hve island er langt frd 68rum pjédum atti enginn von & sjéraeningjum. En pad breyttist
arid 1627 en pa komu Tyrkir hingad til lands og tdku um 380 fanga, konur, karla og bérn og drdpu um
40 manns. Flestir voru fra Vestmannaeyjum eda um 240. Ein peirra var kona sem hét Gudridur
Simonardadttir. Hin komst seinna til baka og vard konan hans Hallgrims Péturssonar.
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Chapter 5: Main emphases:

How was the Icelandic society? How did the people survive and how was the standard of living? How
many were the Icelanders and why was the population growth so slow and unsteady?

In this chapter you will read about the Icelandic farmers, where people lived simple life, far away
from other countries and nations of the world. The Icelandic nation was more vulnerable due to bad
weather, eruptions and the nature disasters in the early centuries, rather than now. The houses
were bad; cold and dark and every farm had to rely on its own pruducts.

If the weather was bad, the farmes could not depend on fishery, sheeps and cows died from lack of
grass, and then it was close to the point of starvation , diseases and death among the farmers and
their families.

Only about 5% of the farmers owned their land — the other 95% hired it, either from the church, the
king or from other richer farmer. Class divition was obvious in the 18th. and 19th. centuries. At the
top sat the land-owners and rich farmers from appreciated families. Then came the farmers who had
to hire their land from others, then the laborers/workers at the farms and on the bottom, the
wandrerers, who had no real homes, but relied on the farmers to give them food and shelter, in the
long or short term.

Usually, one family lived on each farm along with their laborers. It depended on the wealth of each
farm, how many laborers the farmer could have. Sometimes wanderers came to the farms and
stayed for a while, before they kept on walking — from one farm to another, from one shire to
another.

We can imagine that the average farmer in the 18th century, may have had two cows, 50-80 sheeps
and a few horses. The sheeps were the most important animals on the farm — from them the people
got both meat, milk and wool.

After a long, hard winter, it could happen that there was not much left to eat on the farms. Then, it
was important for the farmers to go to the seaside to catch some fish. That was seasonal work in the
spring and could save the families from starving.

In this times, it was difficult to store food, unspoiled, through the
winter. The best ways were to smoke, salt, pickle and dry meat and
fish.

In the years 1783-1785 a big volcanic eruption broke out, near the
glacier Vatnajokull and poisoned ash spread over big parts of the
country. Due to this blue -ish blur which covered everything — even
the sun — it was called méduhardindin (mdda = blur).

In these years about 20% of the population died, and because of all
these difficulties; — bad weater, diseases and eruptions, the
population of Iceland decreased while, at the same time,
populations of other nations in Europe increased. In the beginning of
the 18th century, the population of Iceland was about 50.000 but in
the end of the century, it had decreased to 47.000.

Because of long distance and isolation of Iceland, nobody expected pirates to come here. But that
changed in the year 1627 when the Turks came and prisioned about 380 people, men, women and

children and brought them to Algeria. Most of them came from the islands of Vestmannaeyjar, or
about 240 people. Among them was a woman, Gudridur Simonardadttir, who later managed to turn
back and after that, she became the wife of the psalmist, Hallgrimur Pétursson.
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Verkefni

Tengdu saman:

5% Hlutfall f6lks sem do6 i méduhardindunum.

95% Hlutfall félks sem do i stérubdlu.

20% Hlutfall baenda sem attu jardirnar (jord) sinar sjalfir
33% Hlutfall baenda sem leigdu jordina sina af 66rum.

Hvad attu baendur oft mikid af husdyrum?

Hvada adferdir voru notadar til ad geyma mat?

Hvad merkir pad ad vera ,flakkari“?

Hvernig bjérgudu baendur fjolskyldum sinum fra pvi ad svelta pegar allur matur var bdinn a vorin?

Af hverju feekkadi islendingum 4 18. 61d?

Hvadan komu sjoraeningjarnir og hvada ar?
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